
Summer Learning Challenge 2026 
For Rising Middle & High School Students 

“ I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  
-​ Philippians 4:13 

 
 

Welcome to the Summer Learning Challenge! 
Congratulations on completing another successful school year! 

Summer is a time to relax, explore new interests, spend time with family and friends, 
and enjoy a well-deserved break. It is also an opportunity to continue growing 
academically so that you return to school ready for a strong start in the fall. 

This challenge is designed to help students maintain and strengthen important 
academic skills throughout the summer while providing flexibility for family schedules, 
vacations, camps, and other summer activities. 

Our teachers will be able to monitor student progress through each online platform and 
celebrate the hard work students put in over the summer months. 

 

Summer Challenge Requirements 
Students should practice the following four academic areas: 

1.​ SpellZone 
2.​ IXL Math 
3.​ Reading 
4.​ Keyboarding 

Minimum Weekly Goal 

●​ Practice each subject for 20 minutes per session 
●​ Practice at least 3 days per week 

 



 
If you are planning to be away on vacation and cannot connect to the internet, no 
worries! Encourage your child to complete 20 minutes per subject.. Upon returning 
from your trip, students may practice additional days each week (5–7 days, if desired) 
to make up any missed time. The schedule is flexible—it is up to you! 

 

1. SpellZone 

Getting Started 

●​ Go to SpellZone.com 
●​ Log in using your school Google account 
●​ Click on the My Spelling Course Pathway tab 

Practice Expectations 

●​ Practice for 20 minutes per day 
●​ Practice 3 days per week 
●​ Complete all four steps during each practice session 

Complete These 4 Steps Each Time 

1.​ Learn 
2.​ See, Say, Spell, Cover, Check 
3.​ Game 
4.​ Listen & Spell 

Our teachers can track your progress throughout the summer, so be sure to work 
carefully and give your best effort! 

 

2. IXL Math 

Getting Started 

●​ Go to IXL.com 
●​ Log in using your assigned username and password 
●​ Click on My IXL 



 
●​ Scroll to the bottom of the page 
●​ Select Diagnostic 

Practice Expectations 

●​ Practice for 20 minutes per day 
●​ Practice 3 days per week 
●​ Use a whiteboard, notebook, or scratch paper to complete computations 

The Diagnostic is designed to identify your strengths and areas for growth, so work 
carefully and thoughtfully. Consistent practice throughout the summer can make a 
huge difference when school begins again in the fall. 

 

3. Summer Reading Challenge 

Summer Reading Bingo 

A Summer Reading Bingo Board will be provided with this packet along with a Reading 
Tracker.  

Your Goal 

●​ Play Straight Bingo 
●​ Complete activities throughout the summer 
●​ Finish 5 squares in a row (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal) 

How to Participate 

1.​ Select a square on the Bingo Board. 
2.​ Complete the reading activity listed in that square. 
3.​ Fill out your Reading Tracker. 
4.​ Rate the book you read. 
5.​ Tell a parent or guardian about your book. 
6.​ Have your parent or guardian initial the completed square on your Bingo Board. 
7.​ Continue until you complete 5 squares in a row for Bingo. 

Need ideas for what to read? 

Be sure to check out this Summer Reading Book List for some recommendations.  

https://goodandbeautifulbooklist.com/my-book-list/print/?all=true


 
 

4. Keyboarding 
Strong keyboarding skills are essential for success in middle school, high school, 
college, and future careers. 

Practice Expectations 

●​ Practice for 20 minutes per day 
●​ Practice 3 days per week 
●​ Focus on both speed and accuracy 

Recommended Programs 

Students may use any of the following: 

●​ Typing Club 
●​ Typing.com 
●​ Nitro Type 

Use your school Google Classroom login whenever possible so your work can be 
connected to our school's account and teachers can monitor your progress. 

Remember: accuracy is more important than speed. Build good habits first, and your  

speed will improve naturally over time. 

 



 

Summer Progress Tracker: Name _______________ 
Use the chart below to track your online activity progress throughout the summer. 
Check off each box as you complete the activity.  

 

 

Week SpellZone IXL Keyboarding 

Week 1 
(June 28th -July 4th) □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 2 
(July 5th - July 11th)  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 3 
(July 12th - July 18th) □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 4 
(July 19th - July 25th)  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 5 
(July 26th - August 1st) □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 6 
(August 2nd - August 8th) □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 7 
(August 9th - August 15th) □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 8 
(August 16th - August 22nd)  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 9 
(August 23rd - August 29th)  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
Week 10 
(August 30th - September 5th)  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 



 

Rewards for Completing the Challenge! 
Students who return their completed packet and/or complete their online work by September 
8, 2026 will be invited to an Ice Cream Party on September 8th! 

As an added incentive, students who successfully complete the Summer Learning Challenge 
will also be invited to participate in a special end-of-year field trip to Cunningham Falls 
during the school year. 

Work hard, stay consistent, and enjoy the rewards that come from a job well done. We look 
forward to celebrating your accomplishments when school begins again in the fall! 

Have a wonderful summer!  
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